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':ﬁ'Partl Introductlon

o Scotsbum pastoraI lease covers 510 hectares and is located in the footlulls appromately 25 "

* kms north of Geraldine. The Orari River flows adjacent to the western boundary of the

“lease, the eastern boundary is  the Scotsbum Stream and to the south the lease dr0ps down o

‘onto.the Canterbury Plams AR

- _The lease is run in con_]unctlon Wlth freehold land on the Piams The old Scotsburn -

=% homestead is now on a separately-owned freehold Utle to the north-east of the Iease The

Orari Rwer Road gwes access to the lease

The lease is bounded on the north by The Gorge pastoral lease. There is a large area of
- marginal strip (known as the Scotsburn Bush Reserve) managed by the Department of

_ ' Conservation adjacent to the Scotsburn Stream and further to the east is some frechold Jand o
o separatmg the Scotsburn from Peel Forest Park: To the south is freehold land. Across the '

river to the west is Orari Gorge station which is freehold. Orari Gorge Scenic Reserve is
approxunately 2 krns o the west of the Orarl Rwer in the Statlon Creek catchment

- Scotsburn is in the Orarl Ecologlcal Dlstnct part of the Pareora Ecolog1ca1 Reglon There

~ has been no survey of the ecological district as part of the- Protected Natural area .

programme. Scotsburn Bush has been recogmsed as a SSWI (51te of sxgmﬁcant wxldhfe
o mterest) as has the Oran RlVCI' gorge ' : . .
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: PART 2 CONSERVATION RESOURCE DESCRIPTION

B F'ASFWJDERP
2.1 Land;éeape .I o - o OFF AL NFOQMATON ACT R

| .Scotsburn is in the southem part of the continuum of the front rangef Canterbury Plains
landscape. This continuum is visible from SH 72 which runs roughly parallel along the full

" length of the front ranges and foothills. The visnally striking juxtaposition of the highly. -

- modified, man-made patchwork of the plains with the relatively natural, steep, mountainous

o slopes of the eastern ranges is one of the very essential and distinctive characteristics of

Canterbury. Vlrtually all of this landscape is considered regionally 31gmﬁcant in the -
Canterbury Reglona.l Landscape Study carned out by Boffa Miskell and Lucas Assocxates i
-'_'_'1993 S o o T

' "There are t\#o fypes of landscape .reoogni.sedon:the lease. In the south-west corner of the -
lease is a2 small area which is part of the Low Altitude Plains landscape type. It is an alluvial

" terrace formed by the Orari River which has cut down some 10-20m below the terrace

. surface to its present position. It i isa hlghly modlﬁed area dwlded into paddocks of exotlc.
o -pasture hned Wlth shelterbelts _ E |

'Most of the Iease is part of the Pootl'ulls landscape rype comprlsmg steep greywacke Iulls
'I‘lus type can be subd1v1ded mto 4 separate umts on Scotsbum These umts are: '

" 1_.‘=_Sco_t_-sbu_m Stre_an_; V_all_ey e

" The lower true right of Scotsburn Stream valley is in the lease, with the marginal strip -
. adjacent to the stream forming the north-éast boundary for about 1.5km. The north-east:

~ facing valley slope consists of a number of small spurs and gullies giving a variety of

.- microaspects. The country is generally steep and rises to an undulating ridgeline at around

700m a.s.L. This unit is an integral part of the Scotsbum Stream catchment which is -

predominantly natural and links well with the Mt Peel Range. It is also part of the rnainly

R _ :' natural backdrop to Blandswood and the Peel Forest v1llage '

2 Boundary Gully

" This is the Iarge branchlng basm on the west s:de of the mam ndge dralmng into. the Orari
river via a narrow gully. It comprises a number of angular spurs and small, steep gullies =
concentrated on its northern side and smoother, more planar slopes on its southern side. The

‘unit has some natural cover remaining in the head of the basm but is mamly well developed TR

'. Ttis Part of the backdrop to the Orari Gorge
L _3 Orarl Gorge Faces

. The west facmg, steep hIII 510pe overlookmg the Oran Rlver crorge The predommant cover SR

o .-_here is exonc The 4wd track traverses and cllrnbs the face to the rxdgelme
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4. Front SIopes

. Four small valleys that look southwards over the ad_]ommg downlands and plarns They

ORI HFOHATION _ACT. o

drain both west into the Orari River and east into Scotsburn Stream. The topography here is

" ‘'more rolling, rising to low knobs just over 600m a.s.1. Valley sides tend to be plapar and
- rather concave in form, with narrowly rounded spurs between valleys. Vegetetatron cover is
B regeneratmg natwe around the foot of the slopes and in the valleys wrth exotic pasture

BT 'Exeellent views out across the Canterbury Plains and over the surroundmg hill and
' .* mountain country exist from the high ridges and knobs on Scotsburn.- From Little Mt. Peel .

- on the Haoa Range in nearby Peel Forest Park there are good views out across the lease.

~ The overall natural appearance of Scotsburn country is also considered to contribute .

. significantly to the recreational setting of the Haoa Range and on the eastern srde o the
' experlence avallable in the Scotsburn Stream. . - -

2. 2 Landforms and Geology

L Seotsburn pastoral lease consists of moderately steep dxssected hill country nsmg from an

- altitude of 300m a.s. l o 710m a.s.l. wrth a small area of ﬂat land adjacent to the Orarr '

B .Rrver S

The underiying bedrock consrsts of Torlesse aged greywacke and arglllrte of medium’

L = induration. The hill soils are all Tengawai/ Hurunui Hill soils of medium natural fertrlrty, S
- consisting of approximately 20 centimetres of stony silt loam on deep stony clay over rock. - . -

" The flats are all I-Iororata sorIs of rnedlum natural fertrhty There is rmmmal erosron on the :
’ .'properry : . L . . : : .

."_23 Clunate"__'..- =

_ The climate for the area is classrﬁed as subhumrd Ramfall is 1000 1200 nnnfarmum There ) _. |
: are oceasronal heavy wmter frosts and snowfalls . .

- Strong norwest wmds ate a feature but most of the rain comes from the south The strong

- southerlies can mean the weather changes very quickly from a pleasant, sunny day to very
- -cold and sometimes severe conditions. The molst elrmate however provrdes sultable '
o 'condmons for a relatrvely diverse flora. S

-2.4'Vegetatron

. The vecetatlon on the lease varres from cultrvated pastures on the ﬂats OVersown and top~ :

“dressed tussock grasslands on the hillslopes and regenerating and native bush in the valleys.

.. There is a fair amount of weed <cover, particularly around the bush edges and on the colder g
a south or west facmg slopes The vegetatlon classes are described below - :
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:_'241 CultwatedLand _ ‘

" Most of the flat paddocks adjacent to Oran River Road have recently been cultivated.

Exotic conifer shelter belts are present, with patches of gorse and scattered sdver tussock o

: st111 present in parts of these paddocks
2. 4, 2 Exotlc and Short Tussock Grassland

_"_Oversown and top dressed short tussock grassland is the most cornrnon vegetatton type on
~this property, extending from the flats between Orari River Road and Orari River (300m) to

 the highest hillslopes of Scotsburn Station at 760m. Tussock density increases with altitude.
- This community tends to occupy the warmer, drier hillslopes, and where regenerating |

- shrubland or forest are absent, Silver tussock (Poa cita) is the most common native species, =

. together w1th the : occasional fescue tussock (Festuca novae—zeatandzae), Maori onion

;_- (Bulbinella angustifolia), blue wheatgrass (Elymus sotandn) Muehlenbeckta aleans, and
_ creeplng fuchsxa (Fuchsxa perscandens) o _

'The dornmant cover is CXOth grasses such as brown top (Agrosns capzlans}, sweet vernal

' --(Anrhoxanthum oderatumy, Yorkshire Fog (Holcus lanatus), clover and small amounts of

R mouse-eared hawkweed at dry sites. On shady faces, and adjacent to regenerating bush

- - gullies, the matives prickly shield fern (Polystichum - vestitum), - bracken - (Preridium RS

: _._esculentum), matagourl (Dtscarza toumatou), and mingimingi (Coprosma propinqua) can be . -,

common. In moist seepage zones, Schoenus pauciflorus and flax {(Phormium cookianum) .

o dominate. ‘The- woody weeds gorse (Cystisus scoparius); broom (Ulex europea) and

e Himalayan honeysuckle (Leycesteria formosa) are prevalent around the ‘bush edges and on .
_ the steep, cold faces (approxrmately 5% of the property) : S

. _'2 4 3 Snow tussock grassland

_ Snow tussoclc grassland dommated by Chronochloa ngra’a is not a common vegetatlon' .
community on Scotsburn Station. It occurs in one small locality at about 500m a.s.l. on a

steep south west facing slope on the Orari River side of Hill 705m. Below is an area of o

femland and regeneratmg bush and above it grades back 1nto short tussocl( grassland
2 4 4 Grey Scrub

- _ered grey shrubland comprlsed of - mmgumng1 (C'oprosma propmqua) slmibby a
wineberry (Aristotelia fmrzcosa), Coprosma rigida and matagouri (Discaria toumarou) o
“occurs dt the periphery of mixed broadleaf shrubland and on shady faces where'
over-sowmg and top dressmg has occurred ' L P

o _2 4 5 Broadleaff'Hardwood Forest |
-'Many of the gulhes, and assomated south facmg slopes are occupled by regeneratlnv'

.- broadleaf/ hardwood forest. The bush varies in it’s maturity, as reflected in it’s openness -
and stature Bush prcscnt in the Scotsburn catchment is the rnost ‘mature, whtle that located




F‘F‘\SFD UNnFR TPE o
OFF'f IAL |NF—9RMATION ACT

in the other catchments varies from being transmonal between shrubiand and bush to
moderately dense bush. Forest cover is over approxunately 10% of the pmperty

.Broadleaf (Gnselmza httoralxs) is the dormnant forest spec1es It commonly occurs where _
- the original beech forest cover has been removed, or where the podocarp overstorey of
- -mixed broadleaf/hardwood forest has been, for example, logged. The prevalence of
broadleaf can be attributed to it’s longevity. The range of other species present depends on . .
- the site Ch&I‘aCtCI'ISHCS and lencth of time since the site was disturbed. i

'At sites where dxsturbance (probably burmng, but also shps) has been relatively 'recent the
~ forest is of low stature, and is characterised by broadleaf, three finger (Pseudopanna:c -
'~ colensoi), wineberry (Anstoreha serrata), Olearia avicenniifolia, Pittosporum tenuifolium,
 lancewood (Pseudopanax crassifolius), tree fuchsia (Fuchsia excorticata), cabbage tree.
 (Cordyline australis) and Hebe salicifolia are present. Kowhai and mountain ribbonwood
"+ are also common, occupying fertile sites, This type of bush is common on the open bush :
clad gullies in the side streams of Orari River. Cassinia leptophylla, native broom
(Carm:chaelza sp.) and Dracophyllum longifolium occur on the edge of the gulhes at rocky
 sites. Pr1ck1y shield fern dommates the ground cover. S :

. Forest occupying gulltes in the Scotsbum catchment and south facmg front slopes tends to _
. be more mature, with a greater diversity of native plants. .On steep slopes, broadleaf and
L tree fuchsia dominate, with wineberry (Aristotelia serrata) red matipo (Myrsine australis), '
- -mahoe (Melicytus ramiflorus), and lancewood common. The understorey includes orihou
'--_(Pseudopanax _colensoi), ‘mahoe, pepperwood (Pseudowmrera coloratura), - C0prasma S
' rotundifolia, and C. colensoi. The climbers present include ' ‘Parsonsia capsularis, P.
heterophylla and bush lawyer (Rubus czsso:des, C.schmidelivides). T_he fern Phymatosorus '
diversifolius grows on rotten logs, while the groundcover is dominated by Asplenium sp,
Blechnum fluviatile, Polysticchum vestitum, and Hypolepis millefolium, with Dichondra sp., =
 and seedlings ‘of broadleaf, Coprosma, ‘and Parsonsia also present. In moist sites near to R
~ streams, the ferns heruheru (Lepropteris hymenophy![o:des), Bfechnum chambersu together N
. w1th pate (Scheﬁ‘lera dtgztara) are’ also present L L

o Scattered podocarps 1nclud1ng mature matal (Prumnaprttys raxg"olza) and _totara, which

. have survived being logged, are present on gentler slopes. Emerging totara have. been
" observed on the edges of steep spurs. Large kowhai trees and seedlmgs occur at the edges L
: of such dense bush along Wlth lemonwood (Pzrrosporum eugenozdes) - '

. Kanuka shrubland occurs om- dry thlsIopes in the Scotsburn’ catcl'unent as well as an’ _
L 1solated patch close to The Gorge Stat1on sheep yards : : : o

| _ 2 4 6 Beech Forest

Scattered black beech trees (Notofagus solandri) are present in the Scotsburn Stream
~catchment. - Other dominant trees include mahoe - (Melycitus ramiflorus), wineberry
 (Aristotelia  serrata), . broadleaf, pokaka (Eleocarpus hookerianus), putaputaweta
- (Carpadems serratus), rata, and podocarps (kahikatea, totara ‘matai). Kowhat, Iemonwood_

' 'and kalkomako (Pennanrza corymbosa) are also present L '
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- Birds present on the prOperty mclude NZ plgeon SI Pted t1t rifleman, bellbird and brown
creeper in the bush areas. Blue duck have been reported on the Scotsburn Stream and are

- present on the Orari River.Both these sites are listed as Sites of Significant Wildlife Interest

. (SSWI) and, particularly because blue duck numbers are restricted, protection of the ;
- waterways are tmportant Falcon and Harrler Hawk are present on the upper mountain tops.

| _ Long tatled bats have been recordecl from the Oran Gorge

R1ch sub-alpme mvertebrate commumttes exist in the tussock grasslands that have not been

o grazed. The grasshopper Sigaus campestris and several other invertebrates were only found

- in these ungrazed areas. Seven species of butterflies have been observed including the
-common Tussock Ringlet Butterfly, two Copper Butterflies (Bolder Copper and Common-

~ Copper), and New Zealand’s smallest butterfly, the Southern Blue Butterfly. The ground '

- dwelling invertebrates include three sub-alpine grasshoppers Phaulacridium maginale,

Sigaus campestris and Sigaus spp {australis) and several ground living beetles. There i also

o a good vanety of ﬂymg mvertebate specres (bees wasps flxes etc. )

o The beech forest has the rtchest mvertebrate commumty in both numbers of spec1es and
~~ biomass. Excellent ground cover allows a high density of ground living invertebrates and -

*_both ground and darkling beetles live under the logs on the t‘orest floor. _There is also a Iarcre'
o .number of moths in the area. : x :

' -The river and stream system has several Spec1es of stonefhes caddtsfhes and mayﬂres 'I'he

: New Zealand Dobsonﬂy (the only specxes in it’s order in New Zealancl) is found in the S o

o Orar1 Rlver

- The Orari and the Scotsburn are rich in freshwater fish numbers. Native species known to

. occur or likely to be present in the Orari include Canterbury galaxias, upland bully and

_' longﬁnned eel along with introduced brown trout. In years when flows permit some salmon
- .may penetrate into and spawn in the gorge area. _' : : : :

| Rabblt and hare numbers are ot hrgh Ptgs are causmg some darnaﬂe but thls is’ not
o __'extenswe The occasronal deer enter the property : S

| _ ':_ '2 6 Hlstorlc

S The lease was probably part of the Peel Forest Run wh1ch was ﬁrst allocated to Franc1s

- Jollie in 1853. This property (25,000 acres) consmted of all the land between the Upper
Orari Bridge:-up to Peel Forest, as well as the spurs running down from Little Mt. Peel: =
towards the Orari River. Parts of the Peel Forest Run were later given to Tripp and Acland | k

| of Mt. Peel Station. In 1890 the section of land that now comprises The Gorge and-

. Scotsburn pastoral leases was subdwzded 1nto three grazmg runs..

'There is nothmg of hlstorlc value known on the lease .
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E Apart frorn the area 1mmcd1ately ad_]acent to the road and around the foot of the hills the

- lease is fairly steep and provides a remote experience. The hill country links very well w1th
o the Mt Peel range while the Scotsburn Stream lmks the ranges to the plams : :

': _2 7 2 Publrc Access _ |

- The Oran Rrver Road provxdes legal access to the lease boundary and to the Orarr Rwer

. Thereis d legal unformed road which starts outside the lease boundary and traverses the

. Road.

" bottom of the hill from the Orari River Road to Horsfall Road, near the old Scotsburn _
~ homestead. A 4Wd track partly follows this legal road when the road j jOlIIS up with the lease 3
boundary. : S :

N 'Margmal strlps in the Scotsbum lmk the lease to an unformed legal road wh11e the stream _ | _' o |
© o tself does ﬂow on down below the lease boundary to Imk dxrectly to the formed Horsfall

e .' There is no mtemal legal roads or rnargmal strlps The 4wd track t.hat traverses the bottom
~ of the hill from the Orari River Road, and links with the unformed legal road branches off
the mam track Wthh cllmbs up on to the top of the run. Lo S _

o __2 73 Actwmes

_The Orari Rrver Gorge is a popular and well known picnic and swimming area. There is .
access down the cliff to the river from the end of the Orari River Road. Occassional =
tramping parties traverse the lease from the Orari River and exit via Mt. Peel or the

~ - Scotsburn Stream or vice-versa. Some use is also made of the 4wd track which traverses the o

- - bottom of the hill linking the 0rar1 vaer Road and I-Iorsfall Road Thrs may mclude -
B occassronal mountamb1ke races ' — . _ -




- 'PART 3: CONSULTATION AND DISTRICT PLANS

: 3 1 Consultatron _

- o ' 'F“‘?‘:’l [ND -
.___..-None undertaken at préséﬁt- - o OIFfMi_ NFOQMAE]BOLHiCT

_-_'3 2 Dlstrlct Plans

Scotsburn lies wrthm the Tunaru Drstrrct The proposed dlstnct plan was notlfied in October '
1995 and decisions on the plan were released in April 1998. The lease is all on land zoned

" Rural 3 which cover areas of the District with high natural values where inappropriate
. use or development might have an impact on natural values nearby The plan recognises the

priority given by the Resource Management Act to protecting and preserving “matters of

" ‘national importance” when managing natural and physical resources. Development in or -

. mear to patural areas will be controlled to ensure the natural values berng protected W111 not.

be cornpron:used

. Perrmtted activities in the zone mclude _
e Public or private land used for conservatron or amemty purposes :
. » Walking tracks, pedestrian bndges boardwalks ancl related mmor structures whrch are -
' -necessary for those tracks: T R : _ '
“Farming on land whrch is currently farmed
-Home occupatlons in exrstmg household umts

Shelter belis.. SEEIRET SRR
* Prospecting and exploratlon as deﬁned in the Crown Mmerals Act 1991 but not -
- disturbing vegetation cover. - R

- » . Mining, quarrying, extraction of soil, rock shmgle gravel and sand rnatenals occurrmg
naturally on or beneath the site of quantmes up to 100 cubic metres in any one year

T _Controlled actrvrtles mclude

-Buildings accessory to pubhc or prlvate land used for conservatlon or open 5pace ;

- purposes. o - : _
. Any programme of restoratron OF rehabrhtatlon to enhance the natural values of anarea
~ where a use involves the excavatron or accumulatlon of soil or other materials. |

. _Wood lots -~ - SO : S '

L Dlscretwnary act1v1t1es mclude RN R - :

- » - Buildings accessory to any permitted act1v1ty not provrded for as a permxtted controlled
- or discretionary activity. ; . .
= The extension of farming onto land not prevrously farmed. : -
» .. The farming of animals, excluding sheep, cattle. pigs, horses and deer specxes not .
_ already present as feral populations in the area; the introduction of exotic species of ﬂora '
‘- “or fauna in natural areas; the dramage reclamation, earthworks or clearance of
" vegetation within 50 metres of any wetland areas. . :
-+ 'e_Clearance by any means (including burning) of indigenous vegetatlon g

. Roads brldges and vel'ncle tracks v
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