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These submissions were received as a result of the public advertising of
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Photo 12 Matagouri shrublands in Scour Stream, looking downstream. The CRR (p15) describes these as
the “best example of stream-side matagouri scrub” on Mespotamia. A corridor up the stream deserves
protection as conservation land because of these SIVs and to provide access to Sinclair Range.
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Submission: Mesopotamia Tenure Review: Preliminary Proposal

This submission is made by the Council of Outdoor Recreation Associations of New Zealand
Incorporated (CORANZ).

CORANZ is the national council of outdoor recreation associations, including national bodies for
freshwater anglers, salmon anglers, public access and deerstalkers. Our members include:
New Zealand Federataion of Freshwater Anglers

New Zealand Salmon Anglers Assaciation

New Zealand Deerstalkers” Association

Public Access New Zealand

Marlborough Recreational Fishers Association

CORANZ has a major interest in maintaining and increasing outdoor recreational opportunities on
public lands in New Zealand, and enhancing recreation on public lands. Consequently we support
fair and balanced tenure review.

Unfortunately the preliminary proposal for Mesopotamia Pastoral Lease is not fair and balanced.
CORANZ supports the submission of its member association New Zealand Deerstalkers’
Association, and the information and arguments put forward in its submission.

Yours truly

Hugh Barr
Secretary

Advocating for the million or more New Zealanders who recreate outdoors 1 22/11/2005
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Our Intérest lititife Tenure Review' {

For moré than20 years FMC hag campaignad for raformation of the pastcréﬂé%ﬁfsyst@ m to
allow fatming where sustainable, the'retum of the bulk of the high tand to iz Paliic Estate
and for gecura public access to that land  We have no doubt that many of‘thé'?&?ﬁb’r pubtic

share our visidmfar the future of the South Island high courtry.

Land'td'be th\ad to full Crown &Mnemhip

We are In agrégment with the propos%als for transfer to full Grown cwnarshiﬁ’;ﬁiﬁ%éﬁas tabetled
CA1. CA2. GAR'and CA4 on the progosed designation plans under saction 3812 and section
36 [1] of the Crown Pastoral Lands ‘Act 1998. We also agree with the gram 8 a grazing,

tourism Activities and commercial filring and photography concession undt@ﬁ%ﬁ‘&ﬁ"an 170 1]

of the Consarvation Act 1987 to Mesopotamia Statlon Ltd, over the tand At CA1. CAZ
and CAZ on this'plans. - .
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Land'tg tie tréniaferred to frestiold bwnership o

We agtée also with the proposal to transfer 5063 Ha approximately ta freehftﬂ\iﬁ&é&rw'ship by
Mesopotamia Station Ltd. under sections 35 {3}, 36 [3] and 40(1]) of the CrowrPlstoral Land
Act 1898 and the proposed conservation covenants for argas CC1, CC2 ant 56 under

section 77 of the Reserves Act 1977
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We befieve the proposed easaments 3’wgether with the existing marginal c;tri’pg*ib?@mdo
suitable’ accesy for the public to the donservation fand. ST

For Federated Mountain Clubs of New Zealand [inc. ]

N
ﬂ M ;
i e it e e ;

G RK Hunter

Kalaugher Rd. .‘

RD 21 A

Geraidirne
i bk
L
] j o
a =




22/11/2085 16:12 64-3-6593936% A G & K HUNTER . PAGE. 03

64 3 6939969 —
RELEASED UNDER THE OFFICIAL INFORMATION ACT . @

GERALDINE TRA/

Submission on the Preliminary Propdsal dated 16 September 2005 for Tenurd i
the Mesdpotamia Pastoral Lease.

The Geraftiife 'Frzimpmg Club fully supports all aspects of the Pr@limmary Prés
believe it is welitifilanced and practical.

DigbyAtibott ~ Past-President 20
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Barry Dench

From: Biemond Market Gardens [biemond@xtra.co.nz]
Sent:  Tuesday, 22 November 2005 9:04 p.m.

To: Barry Dench

Subject: Submission

Dear Barry
Thank you for the opportunity to submit on the tenure review proposal for Mesopotamia
Station.

Southern lakes Deerstalkers has currently about 120 members
A big percentage of our members are avid Tahr and Charnois hunters that makes the Tenure review of this property of
special interest to us.

Submission

The upper Rangitata has been a traditional recreational hunting area for deer, tahr and
chamois hunting. It is acknowledged that the current lessees have generally provided
unfettered access through the property for hunters to access public land.

The bulk of public use of the public land currently adjoining Mesopotamia is related to
recreational hunting. We expect that he land that passes to the crown as part of this proposal
would continue this usage pattern as the bulk of the access to and enjoyment of the land in
question.

Historically hoth foot and vehicle access has been available up the true right of the Rangitata.
Due to the distances to be travelled, vehicular access is extremely important to facilitate
practical hunting access for recreational hunting. The current proposal does not cater for the
retention or enhancement of existing vehicular access.

Game animals on public land are a public resource the public should have access to that
resource,

Public land should have the automatic presumption of unfettered access on foot, vehicle, air,
boat or whatever means is necessary to practically access the land or water in question. From
there, any restrictions should be on the provision of an identified and quantifiable need for
restriction. Criteria should be developed for the occasions when that restriction might apply.
3.3 Specific Provisions

3.3.1 Vehicular access

There needs to be contiguous vehicular access to the end of area CAL. This could be done

by connecting the sections of existing public road to provide practical vehicular access all the
way to the end of CA 1. This should include any bridges and culverts {compensation for such
may be appropriate) and the road vested in and maintained by the local authority.

3.3.2 Access easements

For those that hunt, access itself is no use unless the carriage of firearms, necessary for
hunting is permitted. All access easements and public roads should specifically be designated
as including the carriage of firearms. These provisions could be included in a code of conduct
developed to cater for such carriage.

Failure to address the issues in 3.3.1 and 3.3.2 may in fact create access issues in the future
when clearly the CPLA has the purpose of solving them.

3.3.3 Touristn Concession & No public hunting in area CA3

Currently under this proposal the area designated as CA3 will be restored to the crown and
managed for conservation purposes by the Department of Conservation. It is also proposed
that the current lessee be granted a 30 year tourism concession that includes hunting. It is
also proposed that the public be excluded from hunting in this area. There has been no
rationale given for such restrictions.

Southern lakes Deerstatkers does not believe this can be done within the current concession and policy environment.
Such restriction is contrary to clause 20.1 (a) of the concession document where it states that:
“Nothing expressed or implied in this Document shall be construed as:

Conferring on the Concessionaire any right of exclusive occupation or use of the land”.

The granting of a concession for area CA3 when the public is excluded is doing precisely that.

We also believes that excluding the public from hunting on public land also
contravenes current DoC policy.

23/11/2005
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The DoC Deer Control Policy 2001 states on page 1

“The right of New Zealanders to hunt deer on public conservation land for recreation, trophy
value and venison is being enhanced through this policy statement. The existing hunter
permit system will be streamlined and restrictions on recreational hunting will be removed, as
a first step towards removing the need for hunting permits entirely. This will make it easier in
fitture to hunt deer.”

On page 4 it continues:

“The department will continue to encourage both commercial and recreational hunting on
public conservation lands where this is consistent with management for conservation,
Commercial and recreational hunters will generally have open access to public conservation
lands.”

On page § it states:

“The department currently regulates recreational hunting by issuing hunting permits.
Recreational hunters have open access to almost all public conservation lands with few
restrictions on what deer they can kill and when they can kill them.”

It is clearly the intent of the policy to remove restrictions on hunting and to have generally
open access for recreational and commercial hunting. This is alse consistent with the
Canterbury Conservancy’s approach to recreational hunting in that hunting permiits NOW cover
all of the conservancy for a 12 month period. Again more open access.

This applies as equally to tahr and chamois as it does to deer.

We believe that the restrictions proposed could only be imposed following a

review of legislation to allow the formulation of properly constituted game management plans.
In their curtent form these restrictions may create unintended precedents for future tenure
reviews.

Any restrictions that might be imposed would by necessity include a 5 vearly monitoring and
review provision.

It may be possible to negotiate a management system for hunting in this area that could
address any concerns of the lessee and the public’s interests.

Hunting groups including ours would like to take part in this.

Hi Shaun This is supposed to be send in today
I have been away monitoring only just back so could not do anything while away
you can e mail it to the adress below

Cheers Hans

barry.dench(@qv.co.nz

23/11/2005
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Department of Botany University of Otago

Te Whare Wanantga o Ota%o
% < Division of Sciences Tel: National 03 479 7573 International 64 3 479 7573
PO Box 56, Dunedin Fax: National 03 479 7583 International 64 3 479 7583

NEW ZEALAND Email: amark@otago.ac.nz
RECE|IVE 0D ! November 28, 2005.

Manager, '
QV Valuations, 3 0 NOV 2063
PO Box 13 443,
CHRISTCHURCH. Quotable Valus, N.Z

SUBMISSION ON PROPOSED TENURE REVIEW: MESOPOTAMIA PASTORAL LEASE
Dear Sir,

Thank you for sending me a copy of this document and I appreciate the opportunity to comment on it,
based on my knowledge of the area involved which has been gained with a field trip there several years ago to
consider ecological and botanical features of the area and Mesopotamis Station in particular.

Mesopotamia Pastoral Lease is a large and relatively complex area, ecologically and topographically,
and appears substantially degraded in many areas though natural erosion is clearly widespread. Nevertheless,
it is clearly one of the iconic high country leases which is known to contain many areas of very hi gh
conservation value and biological diversity with also generally very important landscape values.

I believe the proposed overall rationalisation between areas with high conservation/ecological
and recreation values plus spectacular landscape values, to be allocated to full Crown management and
control (21,052 ha) and areas (o be freeholded (5063 ha), while substantially in favour of conservation,
was expected and is appropriate, given the overall nature of the terrain with its grossly inherent geological
instability and active erosion.

In relation to the three areas (CA1; CAZ and CA3) being proposed for restoration or retention in
Crown control as conservation areas, I endorse the proposal in relation to the areas involved but am
concerned with several aspects of the recommended provisions for continued grazing, tourism activities
and commercial filming and photoghraphy concessions under S 17Q(1) of the Conservation Act. The 30-
year term proposed for many of these is excessive, given the increasing public interest in the area. Fifteen,

or preferably ten years should be the maximum term.

The provision for public foot access, mostly up the several major streams, is generally good: many
are actually marginal strips. The major exception involves adequate public access to the Sinclair Range
via its eastern faces, an area with high potential public demand for day and weekend visits, given its
proximity to the Rangitata Gorge road. Here the marginal strip up Scour Stream is unusable because of
both dense scrub and several deer fences which cross it. A practicable alternative should be provided here.
Both foot and mountain bike access should be provided along the proposed management gasement “a-b-
¢”. Similarly, practicable public access is required to Bullock Bow Saddle: the proposed management
ecasement “b-d” is recommended here.

T am particularly concerned with the proposed exclusive hunting concession on a large block of
relatively easily accessed conservation land (CA3). This, believe, is unprecedented for public lands, for
which hunting permits surely must be issued by the the Crown’s agent (DoC) and certainly not by the
concessionaire. This would be tantamount to having a private safari park on conservation land. A limited
number of specified landing sites for helicopters should be stipulated over this area. The public must have
access to this conservation area for hunting and other purposes, as of right, according to a long-standing
tradition in this country. In addition, the provision for oversowing and topdressing on this conservation
area should be excluded. Tt is often permitted on a covenanted area but it should not be granted on Crown
owned and managed land. Access for hunters to the remaining conservation areas is also conditional on

1
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access being granted by the concessionaire, which is stated “will not be unreasonably withheld” but this is
also a most unsatisfactory situation. This is to be public, not private land, for which access permission

should be vested in the Crown.
[ thank you for the opportunity to conmment on this proposed tenure review and I trust you will

take my concerns and recommendations seriously.

Yours sincerely,

Alan F Mark FESNZ. Emeritus Professor.
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Carolyne Latham

From: David O'Connell [david.oconnell@ngaitahu.iwi.nz]
Sent:  Thursday, 1 December 2005 3:50 p.m.

To: Carolyne Latham

Subject: RE: Mesopotamia Tenure Review

Kia ora Carolyne,

Thanks for the e-mail. | have been somewhat inundated lately fulfilling both my and Takerei Norton's role with tenure review

so my apologies for not conveying this eariier.
Following consultation with the Runanga with interests in this area, we have concluded that the proposal adequately reflects

and provides for those significant and inherent values identified in the Ngai Tahu Cultural Values Report.
We look forward to this now progressing intact fo Substantive Propesal stage.

Heoi ano

Davw O'Connell

----- Original Message-----

From: Carolyne l.atham [mailto:Carolyne.Latham@qv.co.nz]
Sent: Wednesday, 30 November 2005 3:06 p.m.

To: David O'Connell :

Cc: Barry Dench

Subject: Mesopotamia Tenure Review

Hi David,

I'm not sure if you received my telephone message last week regarding the Mesopotamia Tenure Review. Submissions
on this for public and iwi closed on 22 November 2005, however we hope you may be able to get something to us
urgently for inclusion in the Preliminary Analysis of lwi Submissions Report which we are about to commence.

Let me know if you have any queries.

Regards,

Carolyne Latham -

Tenure Review Consultant

2/12/2005






